Workshop commemorating the life and work of Chris Jecchinis, ILERA, Amsterdam, 20-22 June 2013

Chris Jecchinis died 13 September 2010 in Toronto, aged 86. Professor Christos (Chris) Albert Jecchinis was a scholar,  war-time soldier, trade unionist, educator, economic adviser, journalist and news correspondent. He was born 13 April 1924 in Athens.
Chris Jecchinis led a life filled with variety and travelling across the world, with family loyalties to both his country of birth, Greece, and, through both his father and uncle, to the United Kingdom. He also worked and studied in Chicago, New York, Vienna and Canada and travelled extensively, particularly in South America.  In his book ‘Beyond Olympus’ he gives an account of his role in the resistance in Greece during the Second World War. He studied at, among other institutions, the London School of Economics, where he received in 1962 a PhD in the Economics of Labour. He became a Professor of Economics, Labour and Industrial Relations at Lakehead University, Toronto, from 1970 to 1988.
After his retirement Chris moved back to Athens with his wife, Philippa, where he consulted trade unions and companies on HRM, industrial relations, codetermination and corporate governance. He was involved with numerous projects within the EU and wrote extensively on the various subjects of his interest. His passion went, with a broad interest in the social economy and the role of trade unions in Europe and European integration, especially to issues of trade unions and (the need for) education. The symposium will therefore focus on the role of trade unions and and the need for education.

Organisers: Kevin P. O’ Kelly, Ulke Veersma (chair) and Raymond Markey.

Programme:
- introduction by the chair;
- Kevin P. O' Kelly: Prof Chris Jeechinis - a life-long commitment to workers' rights;
- Ray Markey: the contribution of Chris to employee participation and to the Study group Workers Participation;
- Bruno Demaître (ETUI): trade unions and education - a European perspective;
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Liz Rees (TUC):  Trade Union Education in the UK 


